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NEWS IN BRIEF 




The producers of Vikings, a historical -dram a to 
air in 2013, have released new details about the 
show, including more about the plot and the ac- 
tors who will be donning Norse gear. 

The Irish-Canadian production, which began 
filming in Ireland this month, will air next year in 
Canada on History Television and in the US on 
the History Channel. It will be distributed world- 
wide by MGM Television. The series follows the 
exploits of Ragnar Lothbrok, a semi-legendary 
figure from the 9th century who is also the 
namesake of the Old Norse work Ragnar's 
Saga. 

The producers describe the Vikings as "a series 
high on adventure, exploration, conflict, warfare 
and bloodshed - for these were extreme times 
- but, at its heart, it will also be a family saga. It 
follows the adventures of Ragnar Lothbrok, a 
historical figure, and the greatest hero of his 
age - and the gripping sagas of Ragnar's band 
of Viking brothers and his family - as he rises to 
become King of the Viking tribes." 

Travis Fimmel (The Beast, Baytown Outlaws) 
will play the lead role, with Gustaf Skarsgard 
(The Way Back) as Floki, a close friend of Rag- 
nar's who is an eccentric jokester yet an inven- 
tive, creative boat-builder and Clive Standen 
(Camelot, Robin Hood) as Rollo, Ragnar's ex- 
cessive, cruel cousin. 

Other cast members include Golden Globe 
Award winner Gabriel Byrne (In Treatment, 
Usual Suspects, Millers Crossing), who will star 
as Earl Haraldson, the most important local 
ruler in Ragnar's district, and George Blagden 
(Les Miserables, Wrath of the Titans), who will 
play Athelstan, an Anglo-Saxon monk captured 
by Ragnar on his first raid on England. 



Two Canadian ac- 
tresses also will be 
appearing - Jessa- 
lyn Gilsig (Glee, 
Heroes, CSI: NY, 
Nip/T uck, Friday 
Night Lights) has 
signed to play 
Siggy Earl Harald- 
son's beautiful wife 
and Katheryn Winnick (Bones, Love and Other 
Drugs) will play Lagertha, Ragnar's first wife 
and famous shield maiden who often fights 
alongside him. 

The plot of Vikings will focus on Ragnar 
Lothbrok (Fimmel), who is a young Norwegian 
farmer with a wife and family. His local chieftain, 
Earl Haraldson (Byrne), is sending his Vikings 
raiders east every summer, to the Baltic states 
and Russia, whose populations are as materi- 
ally poor as themselves. Lagertha (Winnick) is 
the first wife of Ragnar's and their marriage is a 
love-match. Ragnar was first attracted to Lager- 
tha when she came to fight for a local Norwe- 
gian ruler against an invading Sweden. Floki 
(Skarsgard), based partly on the Norse god 
Loki, is an impish character and ship builder 
who designs and builds the prototype of the 
new generation of Viking ships which can sail 
across the open ocean but also up the shallow- 
est of rivers. He is a design genius and he al- 
lows Ragnar to fulfill his dreams of sailing west 
and discovering new lands and new civiliza- 
tions. Siggy (Gilsig) is Earl Haraldson's beautiful 
wife and an enigmatic character. She performs 
her duties impeccably and with style, but she 
may not be completely loyal to her husband. 
Rollo (Standen) is Ragnar's cousin and initially 
one of his closest friends, involved in his early 
raids. But soon becomes jealous of his fame 
and success. 

It will take 18 weeks to complete the filming of 
the first season, and will cost over €30 million. 
The show is created and written by Michael 
Hirst, who has made other historical-dramas 
like The Tudors and The Borgias. Vikings is ex- 
pected to be seen on viewer's television sets in 
April 2013. 

Source: History Television 
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C ORRESPONDENCES 

An Online Journal for the Academic Studv of Western Esotericism 



Correspondences is a new, biannual online journal 
devoted to the academic study of Western esoteri- 
cism. The journal seek to create a public academic 
forum devoted to discussion and exposition of is- 
sues and currents in the field commonly known as 
'Western esotericism.' 

The editors acknowledge that the use of "Western 
esotericism" as an umbrella term for a widely vari- 
ant field of alternate scientific and religious ideas is 
problematic. Thus, articles related to esoteric cur- 
rents from other global cultural centres may be ac- 
cepted if a connection to alternative currents in 
"western culture" is implicitly established. The fol- 
lowing list of areas of study is provided for clarifica- 
tion: 

Alchemy, Anthroposophy, Astrology, Eco- 
spirituality, Esotericism in art, literature, and music, 
Freemasonry, Geomancy, Gnosticism, Hermeti- 
cism, llluminism, Initiatory secret societies, Kab- 
balah, Magic, Mesmerism, Mysticism, Naturphi- 
losophie, Neo-paganism, New Age, Occultism, Oc- 
culture, Paracelsianism, Rosicrucianism, Satan- 
ism, Spiritualism, Theosophy, Traditionalism, Ufol- 
ogy, Witchcraft. 

Correspondences intends to promote a wide forum 
of interdisciplinary debate regarding such areas of 
study, and therefore does not require academic 
credentials as a prerequisite for publication. Stu- 
dents and non-affiliated academics are encour- 
aged to join established researchers in submitting 
insightful, well-researched articles that offer new 
ideas, positions, or information to the field. 

Correspondences is calling for submissions with its 
first issue in June 2013. 

Web: http://correspondencesjournal.com 

The Network for the Study of Esotericism 

The Network for the Study of Esotericism in Antiq- 
uity (NSEA) is happy to announce our new web- 
site. With continually-updated online resources 



news, and conference announcements, AncientE- 
sotericism.org is intended to be a one-stop location 
for scholars and students of the field. 

What is esotericism in antiquity? This is a broad 
term that governs the use of secrecy, conceal- 
ment, and revelation to talk about the really impor- 
tant stuff — from the true identity of the creator of 
the cosmos (Gnosticism) to the keys to the heav- 
enly palaces (Hekhalot literature) to how to talk 
about the indescribable One (Neoplatonic mysti- 
cism), etc. So if the subject involves arcana celes- 
tial and subterrestrial, it's ancient esotericism. 
Scholars in various disciplines have struggled to 
describe a spike in "secret revelations" in Hellenis- 
tic and Late Antique religion (Hengel) or the trend 
towards mythology in the "Underworld of Platon- 
ism" (Dillon) — what all this diverse material has in 
common is an interest in secrecy and revelation for 
dealing with the divine, and a common reception- 
history in "esotericism" in the modern era, ranging 
from Renaissance Platonism to the New Age. 

The website is intended provide a guide to the 
wonderful, but dizzying, online resources available 
for the study of this vast and difficult body of litera- 
ture. My goal (in collaboration with Sarah Veale) 
was to create the website I would have died to see 
when I was an undergraduate and just starting to 
get excited about this material, but totally confused 
about how to go about studying it, what scholar- 
ship was already out there, and, most importantly, 
where to find the most useful primary sources and 
reference materials on the web. A lot of the re- 
sources gathered here will be familiar to you — but 
perhaps not to your students, or colleagues in an 
adjoining field, or a friend. So, if someone has 
come your way who is starting to get into Nag 
Hammadi, or lamblichus, or the apocalypses, etc. 
and asks you for some guidance to what's out 
there, please consider making this one of the links 
you pass on to them. We will do our best to make 
it worth your while. 

We encourage those interested in these fields to 
submit calls for papers, workshop notices, confer- 
ence announcements, and other pertinent news 
and resources for inclusion on the website. You 
can submit by email or through our online submis- 
sions form. Those wishing to get involved with 
NSEA are invited to contact us for more informa- 
tion. 

NSEA Website: Ancientesotericism.org 
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The Truth About 

KARMA 



Karma is a concept which seems to saturate all 
forms of spirituality, from Hinduism and Bud- 
dhism right through to the New Age and esoteri- 
cism. It is promoted as the spiritual equivalent 
of "cause and effect" and underlies most expo- 
sitions of reincarnation giving meaning to an 
often confused and unjust world. How often do 
people who have experienced something bad 
simply say that the person will "get their just de- 
serts in the end" and they will just leave it to 
Karma? Presentations of Hinduism and Bud- 
dhism hinge on the concept of Karma and use it 
to explain the inequities of life from disease and 
suffering to wealth and happiness. It seems if 
you have good karma nothing will stand in the 
way of your happiness in this life or the next. 
The western spiritual traditions have "imported" 
karma hook, line and sinker and there are few 
texts which do not mention it, texts on Wicca 
talk about "harming none" and that curses will 
"bounce back three times". 

The New Age has developed a novel and typi- 
cally consumerist approach to karma arguing 
that it is the intent of an act that causes the re- 
sults. Such sentiments may sound well and 
good but this opens the way to "prosperity think- 
ing" and schools of "positive thinking" such as 
"The Secret". If you think lots of positive 
thoughts, ignoring any and all negativity, you 
will generate good karma and get all the good- 
ies you need ! You will be rich, rich, rich just like 
the universe intended. 

This sort of capitalist new age model is central 
to a large segment of the "self-help" market and 
ignores all of the realities of the world around it 
from global warming and overpopulation to indi- 
vidual poverty and illness. All you need to do, it 
seems, is think really good thoughts and you 
will have everything in abundance, if it does not 
work you are not thinking enough good 
thoughts - you can't really argue with that can 
you ? 




Philosophical Problems with the Concept of 
Karma 

The concept of karma seems so just, the uni- 
verse self regulates and ethical norms are sus- 
tained through multiple lives. However such an 
approach creates far more questions than it an- 
swers. Just how does karma operate and what 
ethical norms does it sustain and where are 
these contained. Does the universe have some 
sort of "cosmic ethical" memory or law book so 
the balance of good and evil is sustained life 
from life. Hinduism posits an immortal self and 
hence karma seems simply to stick to this im- 
mortal self a bit like glue. Buddhists do not be- 
lieve in a self at all and hence see karma as a 
collection of good and bad attributions driving a 
semblance of "ego" from life to life until all nega- 
tive karma is dissolved and the individual dis- 
solves into the cosmos. The problem with such 
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conjectures is that they suggest that karma ex- 
ists somehow independently of man and there 
is some sort of ethical universal standard. Of 
course such an idea is close to ludicrous since 
ethics, morals and values vary from culture to 
culture and throughout time. In addition the ap- 
plication of the doctrine of karma fluctuates 
greatly, many Hindus are vegetarian while most 
Buddhists are not, yet at the same time some 
sects of Jains do not wear clothes and wear 
masks so as to not kill a single insect. The more 
we think about karma the more ridiculous it be- 
comes, at the same time the ramifications of 
such a belief can end up being truly cruel and 
horrendous. 

Karma is understood to work in both an active 
and passive mode, it controls not only the ex- 
periences of present and future lives but cre- 
ates the conditions into which you are born, the 
health you have and life you lead. This has led 
to an attitude prevalent throughout India where 
suffering is simply accepted as a matter of fate 
and compassion ends up forgotten. This may 
seem like an exaggeration but let's look at the 
popular work Karmas and Diseases by Sri 
Swami Sivananda, first published in 1959 and 
republished in 2001 (The Divine Life Trust Soci- 
ety). Below are some quotes taken from a chart 
in this work outlining the relationship between 
behaviour and illness. 

"Who is proud of his physical strength and mis- 
uses his power in oppressing and fighting with 
others - suffers from epilepsy. 

Who drinks intoxicants and liquors, and indulge 
in immoral acts - will be born as weaklings, un- 
derdeveloped or premature birth and suffer from 
neurasthenia and general debility. 

Parents who tyrannise and worry their children 
of a spiritual bent and force them to lead a 
worldly life - get acute diseases of the respira- 
tory system, diphtheria, pleurisy, pneumonia, 
etc. 

Scientists who invent destructive fire-bombs 
and those who drop them on the innocent public 
-get multiplicity of dangerous incurable dis- 
eases; being born as insects will live in the hol- 
low of trees and when the trees are cut and logs 
used for firewood will be cruelly burnt to ashes 
in successive rebirths. " 



Buddhism expresses similar views as can be 
noted in selections from The Sutra of the 
Causes and Effects of Actions by Shakyamuni 
Buddha (Lama Yeshe Archives).. 

"Then the Buddha spoke to Ananda thus, "This 
question that you are asking-it is all on account 
of a previous existence, in which every one's 
mind was not alike and equal. Therefore, in 
consequence, the retribution is of a thousand 
and a myriad separate and different minds. 

Thus the person who in this world is handsome 
comes from a patient mind, and the ugly comes 
from amid anger; the needy come from mean- 
ness. 

The high and noble comes from prayer and ser- 
vice, and the lowly and base comes from pride. 

The great and tall person comes from honour 
and respect and the short-legged person comes 
on account of contempt. 

The person who hinders the bright splendour of 
the Buddha is born black and thin; and the one 
who tastes the food of the fast is born deprived 
of food. 

The person who is too sparing of fire and light is 
born infirm; the one in whose eyes fault always 
appears is born night-blind. 

The person who slanders the Law is born 
dumb; and the person who does not want to 
hear the Law is born deaf. 

The person who is compassionate is born long- 
lived, and the one who kills living beings is born 
short-lived. 

The one who gives gifts is born rich. 

The one who gives a gift of horse and carriage 
to the three jewels has many horses and car- 
riages. 

Then the person who reads and asks about the 
sutra is born intelligent; but the stupid person 
comes from an animal existence. 

The person who cannot stay in his place comes 
from among the apes; the one who binds the 
hands and feet of living beings is born para- 
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lysed in hand and foot. 

The person who is of evil passions comes from 
snakes and scorpions; the one who keeps the 
precepts (sila) is complete in the six kinds of 
organ, but the person who breaks the precepts 
is incomplete in the six kinds of organ. 

The unclean person comes from the existence 
of pigs; the person who likes song and dance 
comes from among actors. The one who is 
greedy comes from dogs; the one who eats 
alone, their neck is goitrous. 

The one who castrates living beings has incom- 
plete pudenda; the one who on one side abuses 
his superior has a short tongue. 

The one who seduces the spouse of another, 
after dying falls among the geese, and a person 
who commits incest will fall into the existence of 
sparrows. " 

It is easy to suggest such a model may work 
allegorically as encouraging moral living but the 
issue is more the practical ramifications in re- 
verse. Do we see someone living with general 
disability and simply treat them as someone 
who got drunk and had a wild time last life? Do 
we see someone suffering from epilepsy and 
write them off as being someone who previ- 
ously used their strength to oppress others. 
This form of thinking has saturated all of Hindu- 
ism and Buddhism and is a denial of the basic 
workings of nature includes illness, old age and 
death and instead places the responsibility for 
illness on the individual in this life or a past one. 



The New Age tends to "package" karma a little 
nicer for easy consumption but the message is 
the same - there is no randomness in the 
world, you are responsible for your own illness, 
accidents, suffering and disasters. Many new 
age authors go further and suggest you own 
thoughts influence karma so if you are attacked, 
raped, get into a car that crashes then on some 
level you knew this would happen and chose 
this experience. This is a truly pernicious idea 
which not only degrades those who suffer but 
separates us from the natural cycles of life. Our 
ancestors saw themselves as intricately con- 
nected to everything around them, there was no 
division between spirit and matter, nature, the 
universe and themselves. Accordingly the cy- 
cles of life were not only accepted but cele- 
brated and illness and death seen as normal 
functions not as being caused by disobedience 
to a wrathful deity or to some obscure cosmic 
principle. 

Where did the Concept of Karma Originate? 

Arctic Home in the Vedas (1925) by Lokma- 
nya Bal Gangadhar Tilak (Arktos 2012) sug- 
gests an arctic origin to the Indo Europeans or 
Aryans (Nobles) dating to a preglacial period 
around 8000 BCE. 

Their migration created what modern scholars 
see as the Proto-lndo-Europeans located in the 
Steppes of Eastern Europe moving through to 
India, Western Europe and so forth. Tilak ar- 
gues that during what he calls The Orion Period 
which dated to 5000 to 3000 BCE Vedic hymns 
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Nordic Bronze Age, ca. 1600 BCE 



can be traced to the early part of this period and 
the bards of the race seem to have not yet for- 
gotten the real importance of the traditions of 
the Arctic home inherited by them. It was at this 
time that first attempts to reform the calendar 
and the sacrificial system appear to have been 
systematically made. This period and later (up 
to 2000 BCE) is marked by what modern schol- 
arship sees as the Indo European invasion or 
migration. This people brought with them a 
clearly structured society (First Function Chief- 
tain/Yogi, Second Function Warrior, Third Func- 
tion Craftsmen and Peasant) and religion based 
on heroic/warrior virtues. (Dumezil's work on 
the stricture of Indo European society is rele- 
vant here). 

They had well developed technology (the char- 
iot) and an organised system of values, poetics 
and philosophy. Some have suggested they 
shared the culture of the Kurgans or mould 
builders of the Caucasus. What is important to 
note is that this was 
a heroic culture 
which resonates 
through history to 
the Vikings, Celts, 
Anglo Saxons and 
many others. This 
culture was based 
on personal respon- 
sibility, fulfilling one's 
role within the com- 
munity (Dharma), 
honour and sacrifice. 
It was polytheist and 
animist and while 



having concepts of the afterlife, the Vedas 
clearly speak of reincarnation, had no con- 
cept of cosmic law in the sense of karma. 
Ethical or moral infringements were consid- 
ered only as significant if they affected the 
community and were treated as social con- 
cerns with the payment of compensation or 
in the worst case scenario outlawing. The 
Vedas are among the oldest Indian scrip- 
tures, the Samhitas date to around 1500- 
1000 BCE, there is no mention of karma in 
any of the Vedas. It is only towards 1000 
BCE when the Brahmin class took over the 
position of the warrior-Yogis did the con- 
cept of karma begin to take hold. 

From a historical perspective it seems that 
karma originated as the original form of 
"Vedism" degenerated and it replaced the warri- 
ors with a Brahmin oriented priest class. This 
priest class degraded the heroic tradition and 
replaced it with a system in which they are 
paramount. The average person could not hope 
to be liberated from the world the best they 
could hope for would be a good reincarnation 
and that could only be achieved by offering ser- 
vices and alms to the Brahmins. Karma became 
a politically expedient belief encouraging the 
"sale" of their services and a constant supply of 
food and money from a subservient populace. 

By the time of Shakyamuni Buddha the Brah- 
mins were ensconced and the structure of 
Vedism distorted by their legalism. Shakyamuni 
(486 and 483 BCE) was of the Kshatriya caste, 
a warrior and prince. 

His revolution was not to destroy the current 
traditions but to reform them; he worked to re- 
store the warrior or Kshatriya Yogi to position in 
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the first function and teach the true nature of the 
Vedas based on an active rather than contem- 
plative path to self-awakening. It is difficult to 
reconstruct the original Buddhist teachings 
since the teachings were not put in writing until 
at least a hundred years or more after his 
death. The four Aryan or noble truths and eight- 
fold path give some inkling of some of his wis- 
dom. The teaching "right" as used in the eight- 
fold path means skilful or useful and hence 
Shakyamuni was not promoting a moralistic ap- 
proach akin to the Brahmins but a heroic ethic. 



Sadly after his death the Buddhist 
tradition also became saturated 
with Brahmanic monasticism and 
while rejecting Hinduism replaced 
it with a similar structure. The 
monks followed a plethora of rules 
and regulations and it was be- 
lieved no one could achieve libera- 
tion outside the monastery. Ac- 
cordingly all the populace could 
do, once again, was fill the pro- 
jects of a parasite monastic class. 

As the Kali Yuga rolled one it 
seems that time and time again a 
battleground was unfolding be- 
tween the true heroic path of the 
spiritual warrior and the path of the 
priest. 

As the concept of karma evolved 



in both Hindu and Buddhist forms the influence 
of Christianity came to be felt. Buddhism had 
spread to many countries around the world 
while at the same time Buddhist teachers were 
known to exist in Alexandria and in Jerusalem. 
Many scholars also believed that contact be- 
tween Buddhist teachers and pre-Christian 
Gnostics led to the cross pollination of ideas, 
both developed strong ascetic tendencies and a 
stronger puritan trend. By the time of what we 
would call the Middle Ages Islam had also influ- 
enced the state of Indian religion. Hinduism as it 
came to exist had little in common with that of 
the Vedas but became a mixture of Pre Vedic 
and Vedic thought, Buddhism, Christian and 
Islamic ideas. 

Taking a look at Buddhism we can see how 
Christianity influenced its ethical worldview and 
its model of karma. In many ways karma be- 
came an impersonal cosmic version of the the- 
istic deity who hands out justice. Rather than 
Jehovah, it is the law of karma which adjudi- 
cates, punishes what is good and bad and cre- 
ates hell. While there is no evidence for hell in 
the Vedas and in European thought Hel is sim- 
ply the underworld both Christianity and Bud- 
dhism have created particularly nasty realms of 
cosmic torture and punishment. While Hinduism 
tends to place rewards and punishment in the 
next life Buddhism has created a whole world of 
punishment depicted in the many realms of hell. 
This is not something found in the Indian relig- 
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Buddha Vajrasattva 



ions and hence generally believed to have a 
Jewish, Gnostic or early Christian origin, indeed 
many see a direct connection between Bud- 
dhism and the Therapeutae and Essenes sects 
of Judaism. 

Within Tibetan Buddhism, for example, there is 
a complex book of rules for the monk and be- 
liever and if these are broken, which assuredly 
they will be, penance must be undertaken. The 
prime practise of the Gelug sect is the Va- 
jrasattva practise where complex visualizations, 
prayers and chants are used to purify the practi- 
tioner and save them from hell and bad karma. 
Traditionally all forms of Buddhism has been 
monastically oriented and taught that the best 
the householder could do would accumulate 
good karma by attending rites and supporting 
the monks. As Buddhism has engulfed the West 
modifications have been made to secularise the 
teachings offering hitherto otherwise secret 
teachings to students in weekend workshops 
and with empowerments. Associated with such 
Westernisation has been the promotion of such 
practises as the Vajrasattva, strict moral codes 
and an obsession with karma. 

While so many Western Buddhists promote it as 



a teaching without God, sin and punishment 
this is a very dubious recommendation. Bud- 
dhism is saturated with sin and concepts of 
morality and rather than using Christian meth- 
ods of penance and forgiveness simply re- 
places them with such practises as Vajrasattva. 
The descriptions of hell within Buddhism are 
especially colourful. 

The Kshitagarbha Sutra has the Bodhisattva 
explaining to Queen Maha-Maya who is Bud- 
dha's own mother the nature of hell: 

Sacred Mother, there are different Hells within 
the Mahachakra-vala. Besides the eighteen big 
Hells, there are some five hundred others to be 
found with different names, and still another 
thousand Hells. 

Avici Hells are hells reinforced with iron sur- 
rounded by iron walls, eight millions miles wide 
and one million miles high. These Hells are 
fully filled with burning flames and are jointly 
linked up together with other Hells of different 
names. 

Among them there is one Hell by the name of 
Avici. The area of this Avici Hell is eight thou- 
sand square miles. The whole of this Hell, with 
iron walls, is packed with burning flames. Iron 
snakes and dogs with hot fire in this Hell run 
from the East to the West. Also, there is an iron 
bed and when one is cast there, he can see his 
own body filling it. Therefore, all beings are 
subjected to punishment according to their 
sins. 

The Essentials of Pure Land Rebirth by Gen- 
shin describes a forest of these trees and their 
punishment of those governed by sexual pas- 
sion: "Sometimes the hell wardens seize the 
victims and put them into a forest of sword 
blades. As they look up to the top branches of 
the trees in this forest they see beautiful and 
well-dressed women, indeed the faces of those 
whom once they loved. This fills them with joy 
and so they try to climb up the trees, but when 
they do so the branches and leaves all turn into 
swords, which lacerate the flesh and pierce 
and pierce the bones. Though they are terror- 
ized by this, their evil karma still drives them on 
in their desire and, defying the swords, they 
climb on. 
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But when they reach the top they find the object 
of their desire below on the ground luring them 
to come down, and each one saying to the lover 
on the tree: 'Because of the karma created by 
my passions for you I have come to this place. 
Why do you not come near me and embrace 
me?' Thus each one from beneath the trees al- 
lures her victim till the latter, in his infatuation, 
begins to climb down the tree again. But as they 
descend the leaves of the trees, which are made 
of swords, turn upward and thus lacerate their 
bodies. When they are about to reach the 
ground, the women appear on the tops of the 
trees. Then the victims, overcome with passion, 
again climb up. This process goes on for ten tril- 
lion years. The cause of being thus deceived in 
this hell by one's own heart and the consequent 
suffering is one's own evil passion" . 

Devotional practises as opposed to the original 
heroic ethic of Shakyamuni Buddha are found 
throughout most Buddhist sects. The Pure Land 
sects of China and Japan, for example, are the 
most obviously Christian influenced. Believing 
that it is impossible to achieve liberation through 
our own action and we must devote ourselves to 
the Amitabha Buddha through constant chanting 
and prayer, that way we can be reborn in his 
paradise or heaven and avoid the dangers of 
hell. Any spiritual action is seen as useless and 
the Pure Land tradition has developed a whole 
tradition of "other action" based on not taking 
any responsibility for their own spiritual growth 
and leaving it all to the Amitabha Buddha. 



L.A. Waddell in The Buddhism of Ti- 
bet, or Lamaism: with its mystic cults, 
symbolism and mythology, and in its 
relation to Indian Buddhism (1895) 
wrote of the many similarities between 
Tibetan Buddhism and Catholicism. He 
believed Prester John who supposed 
ruled a Christian empire which among 
the pagan and Muslims of the East 
influenced Tibetan Buddhism to such 
an extent it was a form of Christian 
Buddhist hybrid. 

As Hinduism developed through the 
centuries it become more and more 
puritanical; in the final stages it be- 
came influenced by British Christianity. 
Early sex positive attitudes were re- 
placed with prudery and a new genera- 
tion of teachers, monks and yogis who ex- 
pressed disdain and hatred for the body and 
fanatical belief in karma. Many of these teach- 
ers such as Paramahansa Yogananda (1893- 
1952) created a Christian-Hindu amalgam and 
even today so many so-called Hindu and yoga 
teachers seem to have little knowledge of the 
origin of their traditions, offering either Christian 
Hindu thought or New Age forms of easy Hin- 
duism packaged for a hungry consumerist mar- 
ket. 

Hinduism, Buddhism and the New Age each 
offers distorted models of the world based on a 
belief in karma which evolved as a degenera- 
tion of Hindu and Buddhist thought. As the Kali 
Yuga slowly moved on such a doctrine took 
hold and when mixed with the teachings of the 
monotheistic religions created worldviews 
which have nothing in common with the Tradi- 
tional wisdom of our Indo European ancestors. 
We are in the midst of a cultural battle between 
the Heroic ways and those of the priest and the 
materialist; this is the central cultural dilemma 
of our age. 

The Heroic Ethos vs. Karma 

The ethical nexus of Vedic thinking which was 
carried on into early warrior Buddhism, the 
heathen philosophy of the Norse, the Druidism 
of the Celts and the paganism of the Anglo 
Saxon was heroism. It is found central to Greek 
mythology where an average man through 
great effort may even challenge the Gods 
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themselves to gain immortality. This heroic 
model is antithetical to the sin and forgiveness 
model of Christianity, the slavish submission of 
all monotheisms and to the distorted teaching of 
karma. The heroic way of life is based on free- 
dom aligned with total responsibility and accept- 
ing the consequences of any given action, these 
consequences are social and civil not cosmic. It 
is quite clear from the Eddas, for example, that 
the predatorial nature of man is accepted and 
war, violence and conflict is seen as part of life. 
This view which resonates with current evolu- 
tionary theory is far more realistic than the real- 
ity denial inherent within so much that passes 
for mystical thought. 

The Norse creation story is not based on the 
creation by an external deity but the interaction 
of the cosmic principles fire and ice whereby the 
nexus of existence is constant conflict. This con- 
flict while creative is conflict nevertheless. The 
world of the Indo European as hence a dynamic 
one filled with chaos and change, it was not an 
ordered world controlled by the minute regula- 
tions of karma. While other worldly locations ex- 
isted they were not seem as punishments, Hel 
for example, is simply the underworld, nothing 
more, nothing less. The focus of our ancestors 
worldview was hence on authentic living, heroic, 
honest and in touch with the brutalities and 
beauties of the world around them. 



Time and Karma 

The flow of the universe was seen by our an- 
cestors as part of the great cycles of life - the 
seasons rolled by, our lives moved through 
stages and the universe moved from the 
Golden Age to that of Iron or the Kali Yuga. The 
changes in all of these cycles were not caused 
by sin or moral misbehaviour but by the natural 
flow of life. Illness, suffering, pain and death 
were seen as just as much part of life as pleas- 
ure and happiness. At the same time our an- 
cestors had a very different approach to time 
than that of the monotheistic religions or our 
modern scientific model. For the Norse time 
was governed by three goddesses The Norns, 
they were not the past, present and future but 
weaved the threads of the past to create the 
present and its many potentials for the future. 
The future did not exist except in millions of po- 
tentials and hence both karma and the modern- 
ist lineal model of progress were excluded from 
such a worldview. In addition the past was col- 
lective not simply individual involving the family, 
the tribe and various unique units within it such 
as the Mannerbund (male only initiatory socie- 
ties). The past was connected to all the Ances- 
tors right back to the Gods themselves as well 
as to all of nature and the universe. Time was 
ever -present focused on the now with the past 
interconnected through celebrations and festi- 
vals, the future simply existed as potential and 
all of life, the whole, the community and the in- 
dividual, nature, the earth, heritage, tradition 
and place were part of a common Weltan- 
schauung. 



Within this model values varied according to 
your position with the society. 
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In the third function were the craftsmen and 
peasants, in the second the general military and 
the Mannerbund and in the first the shaman, 
yogi, Galdr or Seidr master and chieftain. Each 
had their own path to excellence and hence 
their own freedoms and responsibilities. For ex- 
ample craftsmen were organized into initiatory 
guilds which encouraged quality of production 
and camaraderie. What was the responsibility of 
the peasant was assuredly not the same as that 
of the warrior. 

It is clear that within such a model the concept 
of the isolated individual freedom without re- 
sponsibilities could not exist. The idea of human 
rights without association with a community of 
some form was beyond consideration. The rabid 
equalitarianism of monotheism whereby every- 
one is isolated and equal before a foreign god 
or the narcissistic isolation of personal karma 
certainly was not part of such a worldview. Nei- 
ther we may add is the modern materialistic 
model of reducing man to animal alone or to a 
consumer product with a system or control. 

Krishna and Arjuna 

One of the most expressive stories of living be- 
yond karma is found within the Bhagavad Gita. 
It is consider a major Hindu classic and is com- 
posed of 700 verses and appears within the 
great epic of the Mahabharata. Some have 
dated it to the fourth and fifth centuries BCE but 
since there have been many recessions others 
see its final form as being a reaction to Buddhist 
monastic. While the Gita is expressed in what is 
interpreted as theism dualism, Krishna can be 
understood to represent the higher heroic self 
and Arjuna the confused human self and hence 
it has a more esoteric meaning. 

Arjuna is faced with a terrible choice, his chariot 
has been brought into the centre of a great field 
of battle and he knows that many of his family 
are on the opposite side; this will be a terrible 
and violent battle. He is confused and vacillates 
about fighting and laments what is about to oc- 
cur. Krishna, however, gives him a deeper per- 
spective, not only affirming the authenticity of 
the Heroic self, but advising him that action ac- 
cording to dharma (your class or role in life) is 
admirable. Arjuna is a warrior or Kshatriya and 
hence his path to personal immortality is via the 
way of warrior. 




Krishna makes it clear that fighting without at- 
tachment takes him beyond good and evil. 
While many have tried to use the Bhagavad 
Gita as a text promoting devotionalism trying to 
use the tale of war as an allegory this is just not 
so. Historically evidence shows the Gita was 
written to correct the Buddhist refusal to fulfil 
their role within the community since vast num- 
bers of the Indian population were becoming 
monks and ignoring their dharma and the he- 
roic ethic. The Bhagavad Gita is a really a call 
to arms and a brief but significant reinstatement 
of the warriors way. 

Perform your prescribed duty, for action is bet- 
ter than inaction. 

Bhagavad Gita 3.8 

if you are killed (in the battle) you will ascend to 
the heaven(s). On the contrary if you win the 
war you will enjoy the comforts of earthly king- 
dom. Therefore, get up and fight with determi- 
nation... With equanimity towards happiness 
and sorrow, gain and loss, victory and defeat, 
fight. This way you will not incur any sin. 

Bhagavad Gita 2.38 
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Slave and Master Morality 

God is dead! God remains dead! And we have 
killed him. How shall we comfort ourselves, the 
murderers of all murderers? What was holiest 
and mightiest of all that the world has yet owned 
has bled to death under our knives: who will 
wipe this blood off us? What water is there for 
us to clean ourselves? What festivals of atone- 
ment, what sacred games shall we have to in- 
vent? Is not the greatness of this deed too great 
for us? Must we ourselves not become gods 
simply to appear worthy of it? 

Freidrich, Nietzsche The Gay Science 



The stronger becomes master of the weaker, in 
so far as the latter cannot assert its degree of 
independence — here there is no mercy, no for- 
bearance, even less a respect for "laws. " 

Freidrich, Nietzsche The Will to Power 



The noble type of man experiences itself as de- 
termining values; it does not need approval; it 
judges, 'what is harmful to me is harmful in it- 
self; it knows itself to be that which first accords 
honour to things; it is value-creating. 

Friedrich, Nietzsche The Genealogy of 

Morals 



Fredrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) was a German 
philosopher who fought against the destructive 
force of monotheism and argued for a new pa- 
ganism based on heroic values. Nietzsche for- 
mulated a new understanding of morality based 
on the slave master dichotomy; this reflects our 
earlier discussion of the clash between the val- 
ues of the priest (and the materialist) versus 
those of the warrior and hero. Between the path 
of inaction and weakness and that of detach- 
ment and action, between religion and mysti- 
cism and true spirituality. 

For Nietzsche morality is relative not absolute, 



there are no outside forces of authority, good is 
strength and comes from those who create 
meaning and value, evil is herd morality. 

The master says yes to life and accepts it as it 
is, no excuses or explanations, no one to take 
responsibility for you; nor any cosmic law to ex- 
plain inequities. 

The slave, which is most of humanity, is terri- 
fied of freedom; they revel in their weakness 
and powerlessness. They are convinced if they 
create "good karma" the world will reward them 
but this is simply an excuse for inaction, they 
would rather blame anyone else than take re- 
sponsibility. 

The hero who lives via master morality ignores 
good and evil and issues regarding morality, he 
lives by his own code and protects his own; if 
he needs to go beyond social conventions or 
legal standards he does so with mind to taking 
responsibility for his actions and the conse- 
quences. He understands the nature of meritoc- 
racy rather than democracy and celebrates his 
own traditions and heritage, whether he be a 
farmer or academic, sorcerer or teacher he 
lives in his own pursuit of excellence. This ap- 
proach resonates through time from the Vedas 
to the Vikings to the Celts, Anglo Saxons and to 
the true heathen today standing against the val- 
ues of slaves, priests and fools. 



Cattle die, 
kinsmen die 
you yourself die; 
I know one thing 
which never dies: 

the reputation of the honoured dead. 

The Poetic Edda 
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I was born in 1966 in the Polish port city of 
Gdynia. At the age of twelve I left Poland with 
my mother to join my father in the USA. The 
Chicago that I ended up living in was a huge 
disappointment. In a way it seemed like a giant 
neglected cowboy town in brick but without the 
cowboys. At school I was treated as an intruder 
from an enemy state. Everything in the US 
seemed very foreign. The ever-present Ameri- 
can pop-culture made me long for substance 
and significance. Fortunately for me 
this experience prevented my assimilation. 
I needed to search for meaning in the country 
and culture I left behind. Nevertheless I already 
knew that I represented a different nation. For 
even prior to arriving in the US I was quite 
aware of Poland's history. My immigrant suit- 
case was filled to capacity with Polish toy sol- 
diers representing various times in the coun- 
try's history. 

My alienation led me to the library of my Chi- 
cago Catholic grammar school. In an old ency- 
clopedia I discovered the existence of two an- 
cient lands — Pomerania and Polabia. 



Banner Picture: The Invocation of the Rusalki 
Water Nymphs. 
Right: Marek Hapon 




That is when I learned that my native province 
of Pomorze was once separate from Poland 
and that it was known by its Latin name of 
Pomerania. Even more surprising was the fact 
that much of eastern Germany was once popu- 
lated by pagan Slavonic tribes and was known 
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as Polabia. 

As I furthered my readings into the subject of 
the ancient Slavs I realized the value of the 
many summers I spent at my grandmother's 
farm in Poland . Her seemingly strange beliefs 
concerning unseen and malevolent spirits, was 
more than just plain superstition. Thanks to her I 
had direct contact with very old Slavonic beliefs 
and folk traditions such as the weaving of the 
colorful striped woolen fabrics or the baking of 
the flat breads called podplomyki. Even some 
of my grandmother's sayings had a not too dis- 
tant connection to those old pagan deities. At 
the same time I saw my childhood in the city of 
Gdynia and my father's occupation as a mer- 
chant seaman as my unquestioned belonging to 
the land of Pomorze. 

In the late 1980s I came into contact with the 
novels of the Kashubian-German author, Gunter 
Grass. The imaginative and timeless treatment 
of Pomeranian history in Grass's novels 
filled the hunger within my soul. His storytelling 
gave life and significance to ancient myths and 



historical personalities of the Pomeranian Slavs 
known as Kashubes. His epic storytelling ap- 
pealed to my need for a living past. 

In the summer of 1996 I contacted members of 
the Kashubian intelligentsia associated with the 
University of Gdansk. To my surprise, I was 
invited to attend the first Pomeranian congress. 
Later, the Kashubian cultural monthly, „ Pom- 
erania " published a series of my drawings. At 
the end of that memorable summer I returned 
to Chicago with a suitcase load of Kashubian 
literature. 

Throughout the nineties I continued my trips to 
Poland in order to strengthen my cultural 
awareness. The result of all this are numerous 
pen and ink drawings of which a few are pre- 
sented here. They are my personal dialogue 
with the spirit of my Slavonic heritage. 

All images Copyright Marek Hapon 
Email: mhapon(5)yahoo.com 
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Gods of the Baltic Slavs 
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Dual Faith 
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The Fire Bird 
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The Well 
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The Occult of Personality is a superb quality 
online site providing talks, lectures, interviews 
and more in an easy to download form. It in- 
cludes a wide range of free downloads but also 
has a subscriptions service which is of excep- 
tional value. 

The Occult of Personality Membership Section 
has been designed to provide high-quality inter- 
views, presentations, and guided meditations. 
This web site aims to take the journey of self- 
discovery to higher degrees. The diversity of 
content is what makes this service special. It 
offers such a wide coverage of modern magic, 
esotericism and spirituality that is a goldmine of 
content for the modern esotericist. 

The site is run by Greg Kaminsky and has been 
going for five years so is well established and 
reliable. The content continues to grow each 
month and I am always surprised by what is on 
offer. 

The subjects covered include, but aren't limited 
to, occultism, historical figures of the Western 
Esoteric Tradition, Qabalah, Hermetics, symbol- 
ism, Alchemy, meditation, Magick, Tarot, Astrol- 
ogy, Freemasonry, spirituality, mysticism, meta- 
physics, and consciousness. 





Just some of the recent offerings include: 

Path of the Red Goddess - a conversation with 
Peter and Alkistis of Scarlet Imprint 
Esotericism in Early Pennsylvania: Preliminary 
Research into the Rosicrucian Connection 
A recorded presentation about Ascended Mas- 
ters and the Adept Tradition 
Theurgy: Magic of the Initiates - a recorded 
lecture given by Dr. Paul Clark, Steward of the 
Fraternity of the Hidden Light 
Timothy Hogan's Revelation of the Holy Grail 
Thoughts on Freemasonry with Kevin Townley 
Alchemical Meditation II 
Talking 9/11 with Douglas Lain 
A Lecture on Martinism 

An exploration of the underground stream in 
Western esotericism with Rubaphilos Salfluere 

The price of $7.95 US per month is very rea- 
sonable for the quality of what is available. 
Every talk is thought provoking and stimulating. 

They are also well recorded and 
very clear. At the same time you 
gain access to the full archive of 
the Occult of Personality site so 
you have a veritable library of lec- 
tures, interviews, talks and medi- 
tations. Many of the talks include 
links, pdf files and background 
information to further your stud- 
ies. 

http://www.occultofpersonality.net 
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Never maltreat your own intelligence with par- 
ables. It is a method of herd hypnotism. Do not 
send yourself to sleep with the rhythm of the 
passes that you make. = As an example of herd 
-hypnotism, German literature is so virulently 
allegorized that the German never knows 
whether he is a Kangaroo, a Scythian, or his 
own sweet self. = You however are a herdsman. 
That is surely Parable enough. 

2 Do not admit cleverness, in any form, into 
your life. Observe the accomplishment of some 
people's signatures! It is the herd-touch. 

3 Exploit Stupidity. = Introduce a flatness, where 
it is required into your commerce. Dull your eye 
as you affix it on a dull face. = Why do you think 
George Borrow used such idiotic cliches as 
"The beams of the descending luminary — ?" 
He was a great writer and knew what he was 
doing. = Mock the herd perpetually with the 
grimace of its own garrulity or deadness. If it 
gets out of hand and stampedes towards you, 
leap onto the sea of mangy backs until the sea 
is still. That is: cast your mask aside, and 
spring above them. They cannot see or touch 
anything above them: they have never realized 
that their backs — or rather their tops — exist! 
They will think that you have vanished into 
Heaven. 

4 As to language: eschew all cliches implying a 
herd personality. Never allow such terms as Top 
-Hole, Priceless, or Doggo to pass your lips. Go 
to the Dictionary if you want an epithet. If you 
feel eloquent, use that moment to produce a 
cliche of your own. Cherish your personal vo- 
cabulary, however small it is. Use your own epi- 
thet as though it were used by a whole nation, if 
people would have no good reason for other- 
wise accepting it. 

Examples of personal epithets: 

That man is abysmal. 
That is an abysmal book. 



It was prestigious! [Borrowed from the French] 
Here comes that sinister bird! [Borrowed from 
the French] 

He is a sinister card. [Combination of French 

and 1890 Slang] 

He has a great deal of sperm. 

I like a fellow with as much sperm as that. 

Borrow from all sides mannerisms or callings or 
classes to enrich your personal bastion of lan- 
guage. Borrow from the pulpit, from the clatter- 
ing harangue of the auctioneer, the lawyer's 
technicality, the pomposity of the politicians. = 
Borrow grunts from the fisherman, solecisms 
from the inhabitants of Merioneth. = "He is a 
preux, ah, yes-a-preux!" You can say "ah-yes-a 
-preux" as though it were one word, accent on 
the "yes." 

5 In accusing yourself, stick to the Code of the 
Mountain. But crime is alien to a Herdsman's 
nature. 

6 Yourself must be your Caste. 

7 Cherish and develop, side by side, your six 
most constant indications of different personali- 
ties. You will then acquire the potentiality of six 
men. Leave your front door one day as B; the 
next march down the street as E. A variety of 
clothes, hats especially, are of help in this wider 
dramatization of yourself. Never fall into the vul- 
garity of being or assuming yourself to be one 
ego. Each trench must have another one be- 
hind it. Each single self — that you manage to 
be at any given time — must have five at least 
indifferent to it. You must have a power of indif- 
ference of five to one. All the greatest actions in 
the world have been five parts out of six imper- 
sonal in the impulse of their origin. To follow 
this principle you need only cultivate your mem- 
ory. You will avoid being the blind man 
of any moment. B will see what is hidden to D. 
= (Who were Turgenev's "Six Unknown" Him- 
self) 

7 Cherish and develop, side by side, your six 
most constant indications of different personali- 
ties. You will then acquire the potentiality of six 
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men. Leave your front door one day as B; the 
next march down the street as E. A variety of 
clothes, hats especially, are of help in this wider 
dramatization of yourself. Never fall into the vul- 
garity of being or assuming yourself to be one 
ego. Each trench must have another one behind 
it. Each single self — that you manage to be at 
any given time — must have five at least indif- 
ferent to it. You must have a power of indiffer- 
ence of five to one. All the greatest actions in 
the world have been five parts out of six imper- 
sonal in the impulse of their origin. To follow this 
principle you need only cultivate your memory. 
You will avoid being the blind man 
of any moment. B will see what is hidden to D. = 
(Who were Turgenev's "Six Un- 
known?" Himself.) 

8 Never lie. You cannot be too fastidious about 
the truth. If you must lie, at least see that you lie 
so badly that it would not deceive a pea hen. — 
The world is, however, full of pea hens. 

9 Spend some of your spare time every day in 
hunting your weaknesses, caught from com- 
merce with the herd, as methodically, solemnly 
and vindictively as a monkey his fleas. You will 
find yourself swarming with them while you are 
surrounded by humanity. But you must not bring 
them up on the mountain. = If you can get an- 
other man to assist you — one, that is, honest 
enough not to pass his own on to you — that is 
a good arrangement. 

10 Do not play with political notions, aristocra- 
tisms or the reverse, for that is a compromise 
with the herd. Do not allow yourself to imagine 
"a fine herd though still a herd." There is no fine 
herd. The cattle that call themselves 
"gentlemen" you will observe to be a little 
cleaner. It is merely cunning and produced with 
a product called soap. But you will find no seri- 
ous difference between them and those vast 
dismal herds they avoid. Some of them are very 
dangerous and treacherous. = Be on your guard 
with the small herd of gentlemen! 

1 1 You will meet with this pitfall: at moments, 
surrounded by the multitude of unsatisfactory 
replicas, you will grow confused by a similarity 
bringing them so near to us. = You will reason, 
where, from some point of view, the difference 
is so slight, whether that delicate margin is of 
the immense importance that we hold it to 



be: the only thing of importance in fact. = That 
group of men talking by the fire in your club 
(you will still remain a member of your club), 
that party at the theatre, look good enough, you 
will say. Their skins are fresh, they are well- 
made, their manners are good. You must then 
consider what they really are. On closer inspec- 
tion you know, from unpleasant experience, 
that they are nothing but limitations and vulgari- 
ties of the most irritating description. The devil 
Nature has painted these sepulchres pink, and 
covered them with a blasphemous Bond Street 
distinction. Matter that has not sufficient mind to 
permeate it grows, as you know, gangrenous 
and rotten. Animal high spirits, a little but easily 
exhausted, goodness, is all that they can claim. 

What seduced you from your severity for a mo- 
ment was the same thing as a dull woman's 
good-looks. = This is probably what you will 
have in front of you. = On the other hand, eve- 
rywhere you will find a few people, who, al- 
though not a mountain people are not herd. = 
They may be herdsmen gone mad through con- 
tact with the herd, and strayed: or through in- 
adequate energy for our task they may be 
found there: or they may be a hybrid, or they 
may even be herdsmen temporarily bored with 
the mountain. (I have a pipe below myself 
sometimes.) 

There are numerous "other denominations." 
Treat them as brothers. Employ them, as op- 
portunity offers, as auxiliaries in your duties. 
Their society and help will render your task less 
arduous. 

12 As to women: wherever you can, substitute 
the society of men. = Treat them kindly, for they 
suffer from the herd, although of it, and have 
many of the same contempts as yourself. They 
are a sort of bastard mountain people. = There 
must be somewhere a female mountain, a sort 
of mirage-mountain. I should like to visit it. = 
But women, and the processes for which they 
exist, are the arch conjuring trick: and they 
have the cheap mystery and a good deal of the 
slipperiness, of the conjuror. = Sodomy should 
be avoided, as far as possible. It tends to add 
to the abominable confusion already existing. 

13 Wherever you meet a shyness that comes 
out of solitude, (although all solitude is not anti- 
herd) naiveness, and a patent absence of con- 
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tamination, the sweetness of mountain water, 
any of the signs of goodness, you must treat 
that as sacred, as portions of the mountain. 

However much you suffer for it, you must de- 
fend and exalt it. On the other hand, every child 
is not simple, and every woman is not weak. = 
In many cases to champion a female would be 
like springing to the rescue of a rhinoceros 
when you notice that it had been attacked by a 
flea. Chivalrous manners, again, with many 
women are like tiptoeing into a shed where an 
ox is sleeping. = Some children, too, rival in 
nastiness their parents. But you have your or- 
ders in this matter. Indifference where there 
should be nothing but the 'whole' eagerness or 
compunction of your being, is the worst crime in 
the mountain's eyes. 

14 Conquests have usually been divided from 
their antitheses, and defeats from conquests, by 
some casual event. Had Moscow not possessed 
a governor ready to burn the Kremlin and the 
hundreds of palaces accumulated there, peace 
would have been signed by the Czar at Bona- 
parte's entrance. = Had the Llascans perse- 
vered for ten days against Cortes, the Aztecs 
would never have been troubled. Yet Monte- 
zuma was right to remain inactive, paralyzed by 
prophecy. Napoleon was right when he felt that 
his star was at last a useless one. He had 
drained it of all its astonishing effulgence. = The 
hair's breadth is only the virtuosity of Fate, guid- 
ing you along imaginary precipices. = And all 
the detail is make-believe, anyway. Watch your 
star soberly and without comment. Do not trou- 
ble about the paste-board cliffs! 

15 There are very stringent regulations about 
the herd keeping off the sides of the mountain. 
In fact your chief function is to prevent their en- 
croaching. Some, in moments of boredom or 
vindictiveness, are apt to make rushes for the 
higher regions. Their instinct fortunately always 
keeps them in crowds or bands, and their tres- 
passing is soon noticed. Those traps and nu- 
merous devices you have seen on the edge of 
the plain are for use, of course, in the last re- 
sort. Do not apply them prematurely. = Not very 
many herdsmen lose their lives in dealing with 
the herds. 

16 Contradict yourself. In order to live, you must 
remain broken up. 




17 The teacher does not have to be, although 
he has to know: he is the mind imagining, not 
the executant. The executant, the young svelte, 
miraculous athlete, the strapping virtuoso, really 
has to give the illusion of perfection. = Do not 
expect me to keep in sufficiently good training 
to perform the feats I recommend. = I usually 
remain up on the mountain. 

18 Above all this sad commerce with the herd, 
let something veritably remain "un peu sur la 
montagne." Always come down with masks and 
thick clothing to the valley where we work. 

Stagnant gasses from these Yahooesque and 
rotten herds are more dangerous often than the 
wandering cylinders that emit them. See you 
are not caught in them without your mask. = 
But once returned to our adorable height, forget 
your sallow task: with great freedom indulge 
your love. = The terrible processions beneath 
are not of our making, and are without our pity. 
Our sacred hill is a volcanic heaven. But the 
result of its violence is peace. = The unfortu- 
nate surge below, even, has moments of 
peace. 

Reprint (1914) 
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A Haunted Mind 

Inside the Dark, Twisted World of H.P 
Lovecraft 

New Page Books 2012 

Reading any book by Dr.Bob Curran is an ad- 
venture, he has an encyclopaedic knowledge of 
myth, legend and folklore while writing in a 
down to earth and entertaining style. When he 
decides to explore the strange and monstrous 
world of H.P Lovecraft and the Cthulhu Mythos 
you know you are in for a treat. While Curran 
offers a comprehensive biography of Lovecraft 
the focus of this work is on the world Lovecraft 
created and the influences which may have as- 
sisted him, consciously or unconsciously, create 
such a strange and amazing landscape of cos- 
mic terror. One of the things that strikes me 
about Curran's biography of Lovecraft is that 
while he is clearly impressed with Lovecraft the 
writer, he is very honest about Lovecraft the 
man. While so many authors turn Lovecraft into 
some sort of "horror saint" Curran is more than 
willing to discuss his less appealing aspects 
with brutal honesty. 

Howard Lovecraft was a very strange man; he 
did not like people much and lived an isolated 
existence. His stories did not sell well and he 
lived on the breadline for much of his life. It was 
only after his death, especially from the 1960's 
onwards, that his unique brand of horror and 
fantasy became truly successful. The genre he 



created "the 
Cthulhu My- 
thos" was 
expanded by 
a new gen- 
eration of 
writers and 
the market 
exploded 
with comics, 
films, toys, 
computer 
games and 
role playing 
games. 
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The back- 
ground of 

this fascinating book explores the three major 
components of the Cthulhu Mythos. 

The Forbidden Library examines the strange 
tomes which form the background of Love- 
craft's work. The Necronomicon entered into 
the public domain from his work with many sup- 
posed "discovered" versions and featuring 
prominently in many films. Curran also exam- 
ines many minor grimiores and books of sor- 
cery Lovecraft mentions in his tales. 

Shadows Beyond the Stars examines the 
amazing denizens of the Cthulhu Mythos from 
the many tentacle Cthulhu to the Goat of a 
thousand young ! So many of these entities are 
way beyond what is found in any other form of 
horror literature. 



Where Human Pathways End explores the 
many worlds and landscapes of the Cthulhu 
Mythos from earthly domains to locations in 
many dimensions. The book concludes with an 
interesting discussion of Lovecraft's influence 
on modern culture. 



What is most interesting about this work is that 
these sections are not simply descriptive, 
Curran explores world myth and legend and 
well as historical fact to try and find precedents 
for Lovecraft's creations and what may have 
had an influence on it. The book itself is nicely 
presented with beautiful illustrated by Ian 
Daniels a highly respected illustrator who has 
created book covers for many major science 
fiction and fantasy writers. 
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Beelzebub and the Beast 
David Hall 

Starfire Publishing (2012) 

If we to choose two of the most significant spiri- 
tual figures of the twentieth century, for many it 
would be G.I Gurdjieff (1866 - 1949) and Aleis- 
ter Crowley (1875-1947). While both were infa- 
mous in their own right and Crowley became 
notorious for his excesses, they created highly 
sophisticated systems of esoteric practice left 
legacies which extend to this day. Crowley de- 
clared himself the herald of the Aeon of Horus 
which began in 1904 and issued his "bible" of 
the age Liber AL vel Legis (The Book of the 
Law), which expounded both the philosophy and 
practice of Thelema as well as a library of texts 
and commentaries. Gurdjieff outlined a complex 
and at times enigmatic system of psychological 
inner work called The Work or The Fourth Way 
which combined postures, dance, psychological 
work and an unusual cosmology. His primary 
work Beelzebub's Tales to his Grandson is still 
considered a hard nut to crack and many ap- 
proach his work through the commentaries of 
his students especially P.D. Ouspensky (1878- 
1947) in such works as 7?7e Fourth Way. 

Crowley took an interest in the work of Gurdjieff 
and visited the Institute for the Harmonious De- 
velopment of Man in Fontainebleau twice, while 
reports of Gurdjieff's reaction to Crowley are not 
so positive. In modern times there have been 
various comparative studies of Crowley and 
Gurdjieff such The Three Dangerous Magi by P. 
T. Mistlberger (O Books, 2010) but none have 
really got to the essential similarities of both tra- 
ditions. 

David Hall was one of the founders and editors 
of SOTHis, one of the more significant Thelemic 
magazines in the 1970s. Beelzebub and the 
Beast was written at that time but sadly he could 
not find a publisher. Hall died in 207 and it is 
only now this important book has been able to 
reach the audience it deserves. Starfire has 
done a masterful job producing a superior hard- 
back with rare colour illustrations and line draw- 
ings, it features a memorable cover. It is limited 
to 750 copies. 

What is impressive about Hall is his erudition; 
he has an practitioners knowledge of both 
Thelema and The Fourth Way and moreover 
places them in the context of the wider esoteric 




tradition and indeed in terms of the Perrenial 
Wisdom. This greater context is not often found 
in books on Thelema and/or The Fourth Way 
and helps the reader orient themselves in terms 
of the history of mysticism and esotericism. Hall 
covers everything from the nature of time to 
sacred architecture, Kabbalah and Sacred 
number. 

Hall offers an exceptional biography of Crowley 
and Gurdjieff and one of the most extensive 
summaries of both their Traditions I have read. 
What is impressive is that his exposition is easy 
to read yet encyclopedic in its coverage of the 
intricacies of both traditions. However it is when 
he begins his comparative studies that things 
become really interesting. Hall explores the na- 
ture of Will in both systems, the nature of sex 
magic in Thelema and the Fourth Way and a lot 
more. Hall not only references Gurdjieff but has 
a solid knowledge of Ouspensky, Bennett and 
other representatives of the Fourth Way school 
and hence one of the only truly comprehensive 
studies of Thelema and The Fourth Way ever 
published. 

Having studied both Crowley and Gurdjieff for 
over thirty years I have never come across a 
more insightful study of both traditions and their 
similarities and differences. This is a very im- 
portant book and I just as relevant today as 
when it was first written. 
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Mimir: Journal of North European Traditions 
Gwendolyn Taunton 
Numen Books (2012) 

I remember when I first came across a book 
edited and published by Gwendolyn Taunton, it 
was The Primordial Traditions Compendium 
(2009). It was an impressive small press publi- 
cation which stood out from many others I re- 
ceived for review. It was not only exceptionally 
well produced, but superbly proof read and 
clearly edited with devoted and care. 

What was more significant was the focus; it 
came from the perspective of the Sophia Peren- 
nis or Primordial Tradition with a deep under- 
standing of the esoteric. At the same time it dis- 
played the highest academic standards, each 
article was well documented and well refer- 
enced. 

Since that time Gwendolyn Taunton has pro- 
duced and/or edited a range of titles including a 
very impressive one on the Northern Traditions. 
When I noticed a second volume on the North 
European Traditions was being produced I have 
to admit I was rather excited. Mimir offers an 
excellent range of articles, there is no extrane- 
ous articles or padding, each one has been se- 
lected for relevance and all are challenging and 
work within terms of the Northern European 





context both philosophically and Traditionally. 

Gwendolyn Taunton's Introduction sets the 
stage by discussing Nietzsche, the death of 
God and our descent into an age without mean- 
ing, an age of the cult of money, celebrity and 
consumerism. At the same time it is an age in 
which many of us are rediscovering the old 
gods and are reawakening to our heritage and 
the importance of tradition. 

The Introduction is followed by a wide and di- 
verse range of articles just a small selection 
includes.. 

Amor Fat'r.The Nornir and the Concept of Fate 
which is also by Taunton covers that fascinating 
subject of the three Norns and what is under- 
stood in the northern tradition as fate. Taunton 
offers a superb exploration of the Norns includ- 
ing looking at Greek, roman and Vedic connec- 
tions as she searches for their origin both phi- 
losophically and iconographically. 

Matt Hajduk offers us a comprehensive guide to 
the Norse presence in North America as docu- 
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merited in the Vinland Sagas 

The story of Gunnlaug the worm-tongue and 
Raven the Skald \s a truly marvellous tale and a 
great read. 

Roy Orlogstru offers a comprehensive look at 
the Traditionalist and esoteric school of Asatru 
with a special focus on Rene guenon and Geor- 
ges Dumezil. Later in this volume he examines 
the primal law from a northern and Traditionalist 
perspective. 

Maria Kvilhaug focuses on the importance of 
initiation within the Eddas and elucidates the 
nature of the initiatory experience in the Norse 
tradition. While there are many examples of 
invitation Kvilhaug chooses a small number to 
explore in quite some detail. 

Brett Stevens takes us on a philosophical jour- 
ney into the nature of the spiritual or initiatory 
quest as expressed in the various strands of 
the Indo European tradition. 

There are three major systems of the runic tra- 
dition using the 24 runes, the Armanen which 
originated with Guido von List and is primarily 
found in the Germanic and European countries. 
The Futhark which seems 
most used and was made 
popular by the work of 
Edred Thorsson and 
Uthark. 

The Uthark theory was 
first postulated by Sigrud 
Agrell (1881 - 1937) a 
Swedish runic scholar, 
poet and mystic. 

He believed that the tradi- 
tional first rune used in 
the Elder Futhark was a 





blind (the Fehu Rune) and should come last. 
This theory meant that the UR rune which 
means primordial would come first. 

Juleigh Howard-Hobson examines this lesser 
known rune order and its ramifications on the 
use and interpretation of the runes. 

Tara Reynolds takes us into the realm of the 
Celts examining the power of the warrior god- 
dess. 

Mimir ends with Taunton exploring the connec- 
tions between the Berserkers and the Vedic cult 
of the Vratya, a challenging and informative 
study. 

This is an exceptional volume bringing a Tradi- 
tional perspective to the Northern traditions cou- 
pled with a superb knowledge of esotericism 
and sustaining the highest standards of acade- 
mia. 
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Embracing Heathenry 
Larisa Hunter 
Megalithica books (2012) 

"For me, 'living heathen' is not just a buzz 
phrase: it is me. I embrace what I am; I feel 
heathenry in my bones. It is my core, my soul; it 
is an extension of me. I am a living, out of the 
closet, heathen. I do not hide myself from the 
community". 
Larisa Hunter 

Embracing Heathenry offers an excellent intro- 
duction to Heathenism, balancing personal ex- 
perience, solid research and a load of experi- 
ence. It opens with a very personal account of 
Hunter's early religious life in the Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses and difficulties transitioning to heathen- 
ism from a narrow Christian upbringing. She 
discusses her movement from Wicca through to 
her personal experiences with the Gods. She 
discusses on how to move from an intellectual 
book based understanding of the old gods to 
experiencing them in everyday life through a 
living tradition, with its diverse forms from open 
to folkish. Hunter samples four different paths to 
heathenism: the scholar, the naturalist, the ex- 
plorer and the temple builder. 

She then explores the various ways we honour 
the Gods including veneration, honour and wor- 
ship and specifically Heathen Traditions as the 
drinking horn, the Sumbel and the blot. Accom- 
panying all of these discussions are sample 
rites, poems and practises which are an good 
way to experience heathenism hands on. 

Other significant practises include gift giving 
and hospitality and the use of words. The use of 
Words of power or sacred language is central to 
many spiritual traditions hunter focuses in on 
prayer, for example, which is about communi- 
cating with the gods and storytelling. 

Hunter explores in some detail devotion and 
prayer subjects which many heathens can find 
difficult, I believe these sections are especially 
insightful as they encourage us to more person- 
ally engage with the Gods. At the same time 
artistic and creativity shouldn't be overlooked 
whether it be sacred plays and drama to crafts. 

Embracing Heathenry includes an insightful dis- 
cussion of the role of the priesthood in Asatru, 
building and working within a community, mem- 
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bership and oaths. These are important sub- 
jects since Heathenism is, in many ways, a 
communal tradition and guidelines are neces- 
sary for creating and sustain successful com- 
munities. 

Later chapters consider heathenism in every- 
day life and a selection of articles by other hea- 
thens on practical heathens with related 
prayers and hymns. 

Embracing Heathenry is a great way to come 
to understand Heathenism from the "inside", it 
offers lots of practical advice and ways to get 
started. However it is not just for the beginner, 
there is a lot of ideas here which will start the 
seasoned practitioner thinking about how they 
experience the Gods in everyday life. 
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The priest took out a large knife and carved runes into the 
side of the meat. He then figuratively slit the meat's throat. 
This small action was powerful and moving and was some- 
thing J never forgot. When J consumed the meat, J thought 
about the connections this action made to the idea that the 
Cods provided this food. Jn turn, it taught me to be more 
thankful when we share our food with them. diving gifts is an 
art that has two parts. The first part is the item, or object, 
itself. "Jf one wishes the favour of the Cods, they should there- 
fore stand in scared space, offer up prayers to them, and then 
give a gift. These gifts need not be great, but should appropri- 
ate. One cannot expect great favour for simply a libation of 
cheap wine... Gifts with sentimental value, expensive gifts, 
and gifts of artistic beauty can all be given. One need not limit 
themselves to libations. One can give jewellery, weapons, food, 
works of art" (Wodening 2010). While you want to make 
appropriate offerings, J want to add that if you can only afford 
certain ranges of gifts that the gods aren't going to ignore you. 
They do understand the concept of poverty. 

from (Page (66-67) of Embracing Heathenry 
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At the Crossroads 
Scarlet Imprint 2012 

Web: http://www.scarletimprint.com 

At the Crossroads has been released in various 
editions including eight hundred cloth bound 
editions and sixty four in goatskin. While Scar- 
let Imprint is releasing many of their books in 
ebook format (pdf only), I recommend this one 
in hardback as it is superbly presently, pro- 
fusely illustrated with many images in colour 
and simply beautiful to hold and read. There is 
no paperback edition of this book due to its 
oversized format. 

The concept of the crossroads is pregnant with 
meaning; in traditional cultures the boundaries 
of a culture marked the line between safety and 
danger, outside the boundary was where 
witches, sorcerers, trolls and wild spirits lived; it 
was the world of the untamed. 




Where two boundaries crossed creating a 
crossroads this was considered a place of im- 
mense power and danger, prisoners and crimi- 
nals were hung at the crossroads and it was 
considered the location for evoking the devil 
himself during the medieval period. In pre- 
Christian times where leylines crossed was a 
major point of power and such connections cov- 
ered the whole of England and can also found 
in many other countries. 

At the same time at the interface of cultures is 
the crossroads where creativity looms. There is 
so many exciting developments at that nebu- 
lous line where one culture meets and intermin- 
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gles from another, whether we consider Mithra- 
ism or Gnosticism or even the hybrid cunning 
traditions which resulted from Christian and Pa- 
gan contact the results are challenging and sig- 
nificant. There is always a fine line between or- 
ganic contact and syncretism, isolationism and 
appreciating where traditions touch, merge and 
create a living culture of magic and sorcery. 
These essays explore traditions at the cross- 
roads and offer many traditions that we may not 
at first even consider. 



Folk traditions 
and the Solo- 
monic Revival 
opens this work 
by exploring the 
connections be- 
tween the world- 
view of the gri- 
moires and vari- 
ous forms of tra- 
ditional African 
magical practise. 
Gone is the psy- 
chological view 
of modern magic 
which reduced 




the gods to complexes and 
archetypes and advocated is 
a return to the old ways of 
appreciating the spirits as 
they really are. It is not a 
matter of cultural misappro- 
priation but being open to 
going beyond the narrow 
blinkers of the Western Mys- 
tery Tradition which is sadly 
locked primarily within the 
out-dated Golden Dawn 
worldview. By examining folk 
traditions we can appreciate 
a new way of practicing 
magic which will open a new 
world or us. 

The article on necromancy is 
a real eye opener. 

Necromancy is a subject too 
often ignored in western 
magic and relegated to be- 
ing part of spiritualism which 
is seen as somehow less 
value as an occult practise. The reality is that 
necromancy was an intricate part of all the pre- 
Christian traditions and for that reason alone 
we should reappraise its value and use. Since 
the grimoire tradition had its ultimate origin in 
the Hellenistic traditions necromancy was of far 
greatest significance than many modern magi- 
cians locked in the Kabbalistic headset have 
noticed. Historically the spirits of the dead be- 
came demonised and replaced with hierarchies 
of fallen angels, demons and forces of evil and 
destruction. 

At the Crossroads continues examining specific 
traditions as Ifa and offering a truly engrossing 
essay on the history of the Ju Ju discussing all 
manner of Voudoun, Witchcraft, Santeria and 
Goetia. 

There is so much in this volume that is hard to 
discuss it all, there is lots of coverage of diverse 
traditions ranging from Santeria to Grimoire 
magick and a deep understanding of the inter- 
section between traditions especially the new 
evolving understanding of the relationships be- 
tween the Goetia, Hellenistic sorcery and Afri- 
can Tradition religions. At the Crossroads is 
also interspersed with superb poetry. 



Living Traditions 5 No.1 



Page 34 



Reviews Magic 



Forgotten Templars 

Richard Kaczynski (2012) 

Web: http://www.richard-kaczynski.com 

Richard Kaczynski established himself as a re- 
nowned historian of Magick and Thelema with 
the publication of Perdurabo, it set the standard 
for biographies of Aleister Crowley and has, as 
yet, never been surpassed. Its sheer focus on 
detail, meticulous research and an understand- 
ing of Magick from the inside out made it the 
biography of the Great Beast. Kaczynski un- 
earthed many previously undiscovered facts 
and dispelled many myths as he traced Crow- 
ley's life and outlined the nature of his message 
along the way. 

In Forgotten Templars Kaczynski applies the 
same eye for detail to the early days of the Ordo 
Templi Orientis (O.T.O) prior to it becoming a 
Thelemic institution under Crowley's leadership. 
For better or worse the sheer infamy and maj- 
esty of Crowley's personality and wisdom tends 
to override any objective history of the O.T.O so 
we never really hear anything of its founding or 
existence prior to Crowley except perhaps for a 
mention of Theodor Reuss here and there. 

This is a stunning and beautiful oversized tome; 
it is far more than a book, illustrated profusely 
with rare photos and ephemera, it is packed to 
the brim with superb images, photos and docu- 
ments. The use of extensive illustrations really 





assists us to gain insight into the lives of these 
early magicians and mystics and the period 
they lived in. The key players of the early O.T.O 
are given extensive biographies which are not 
found in any other volume. The biographies are 
extensive and are indicative of incredibly pains- 
taking research covering private lives, business 
and of course, mystical and magical adven- 
tures. The key players are Henry Klein, Theo- 
dor Reuss, Franz Hartmann and Carl Kellner. 
As the biographies unfold we see how these 
figures meet and how their Masonic, esoteric 
and Theosophical interests lead towards the 
founding of the O.T.O. 

There is extensive coverage of the Masonic 
background to the O.T.O and the environment 
of rites which extended beyond the more con- 
ventional. The founding development and na- 
ture of the O.T.O is covered in detail with dis- 
cussions of Crowley work reforming and rede- 
veloping the order. 

This is an astounding book unveiling a un- 
known period of esoteric history with a wealth 
of detail and information yet written in a style 
that keeps you interested from the start to fin- 
ish. It is also an important book as it restores 
the early pre Crowley founders of the O.T.O to 
their rightful place. 
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Thracian Magic Past & Present 
Georgi Mishev 

Foreward by Prof. Valeria Fol 
Translated by Ekaterina llieva 
Avalonia (2012) 

Thracian Magic Past & Present is a truly fasci- 
nating study of the magic of the Balkans Spe- 
cially Bulgaria with an addition focus on the 
Greek magical papyrus. Thracian magic is not a 
subject often covered within esoteric books and 
this is indeed the first book I have come across 
on the subject, it covers the subject with insight 
and experience. It is simply written and easy to 
understand yet the author clearly has an im- 
mense knowledge of the field covering the con- 
tinuum for folk traditions to herbalism, sorcery to 
magic. 

Mishev approaches Thracian magic as a living 
and accessible tradition rather than a dead sub- 
ject for historical discourse and this makes it 
even more significant. There are so many aca- 
demic books which treat the "Old Ways" as 
dead history not appreciating that they are still 
alive and well within the folklore and folk prac- 
tises of many common folk. 

Mishev offers an excellent historical overview of 
the Varna culture and the archaeology and his- 
tory of Thracian culture and its adaptation 
though time through many diverse contexts in- 
cluding the way in which the old traditions sur- 
vived under Christianity. Drawing on a diverse 
range of ancient sources including the Hittite 
ritual texts, Greek Magical Papyri, the Derweni 
Papyrus and many others, Mishev demon- 
strates the continuity of magical practice in Bal- 
kan communities for millennia. 

Central to the mysteries of Thrace are the mys- 
tery cults and secret rites of initiation which 
have been passed down in history as rites of 
Zalmoxis and Orpheus among others. Mishev 
displays a superb knowledge of classical litera- 
ture and offers a deep and profound look at the 
mysteries, there is a lot to learn here. One im- 
portant aspect of the mysteries is their contin- 
ued transmission via folklore and the special 
role of the healer. This emphasis on folklore in 
addition to solid academic and esoteric knowl- 
edge makes this a very impressive volume. 

Thracian Magic Past & Present examines the 
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diverse range of deities which exist within this 
tradition while examining how the focus is on 
the Great Goddess in her various forms and the 
son-sun. 

Throughout Thracian magic are a selection of 
spells and rites, folklore, photographs and im- 
ages. This is an exciting book which has an im- 
mense amount to offer, I have already it twice 
to gain as much as I could from it. With the 
emergence of great interest in Traditional pa- 
gan traditions this is a book which is important 
and thought provoking. 

Avalonia offers this book direct with free post- 
age worldwide: 

Avalonia Books 

http://avaloniabooks.co.uk/catalogue/ 
hellenismos/thracian-magic 
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The Fourth Political Theory 
Alexander Dugin 
Arktos (2012) 

Alexander Dugin has always interested me; the 
many articles I have come across online have 
suggested he has a great mind and real insight 
into the nature of our current political crisis. At 
the same time so many of them are badly trans- 
lated and it is difficult to get a handle on his 
overall position. Accordingly I was very pleased 
to find that Arktos, once again, has made avail- 
able a work which has not been seen in English. 

Their publication of titles by Guillaume Faye and 
Alain de Benoist have informed so many of us 
who only speak English and yet are attracted to 
the developing approach of the European New 
Right and wish to see beyond the fagade of the 
Left and the Right. 

Since Capitalism, Communism and Fascism 
have so dismally failed bringing with them death 
and destruction, we need to formulate a new 
theory, which Dugin describes as The Fourth 
Political Theory. Prof Dugin teaches sociology 
and geopolitics at the Lermontov University of 
Moscow and is a renowned commentator and 
political thinker. He sees liberalism as a corro- 
sive force which has destroyed all other forms of 
politics and then has begun to destroy itself in 
an orgy of consumerism, leaving us, seemingly, 
with no concept of real politics at all. According 
Dugin suggests we move beyond classical 
forms of political theory and develop a way be- 
yond the Left Right dichotomy. He discusses the 
development of the various modernist political 
theories, their failure and the end result being 
the rule of liberalism. Yet liberalism did not sur- 
vive without a perceived enemy and hence has 
degenerated into post liberal consumerism ac- 
companied with rampant individualism which 
carries with it a total loss of identity. 

In this new post liberal world true values are re- 
placed with the global dominance of meaning- 
less human rights and economics, everything 
has a price and the individual demands total 
freedom with no responsibility. While commu- 
nism and fascism both attempted to fight 
against liberalism, a new position is needed 
which is beyond of these extremes. Liberalism 
brought with it a reactive element in the forms of 
atheism, materialism, fundamentalism and sci- 




entific reductionism and this has created the 
sense of emptiness found throughout the post 
liberal world. The Fourth Political Theory en- 
courages a return to archaic myth and spiritual- 
ity and Dugin relates this to The Event or The 
Return of Being as disused by philosopher Mar- 
tin Heidegger. 
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Dugin offers a clear analysis of the state of the 
world from an American and non American per- 
spective and shows quite clearly that the pre- 
sent state of the world is dangerously unstable. 
He considers the failure of the consumerist 
model of freedom and examines various mod- 
els of conservatism as well as considering the 
difference between civilization and culture as 
related to the work of Oswald Spengler and 
other proponents of the cyclic view of history. 
He continues with a series of superb critiques 
of lineal models of history, politics and econom- 
ics. Rather than a single global model Dugin 
suggests a multi polar system where diversity 
is respected. 

This is quite an amazing work; it offers a star- 
tling criticism of all current political systems as 
well as their philosophical foundations. Dugin 
shows quite clearly that Left, Right and liberal 
systems have failed and we need a new ap- 
proach if we are to move forward and survive 
the massive changes happening in the world 
around us. This is a dense and demanding 
work which will require multiple readings to get 
the most from and certainly worth the effort. 
Even if you disagree with some of the authors 
conclusions, it should stimulate you to think 
about the many issues he discusses. 



Since liberalism has failed and liberal variations 
of conservatism have also proved without value 
then a different form of non-liberal conservatism 
is required such as that found in the European 
New Right. Liberalism is centred on the individ- 
ual, alone and isolated, while new forms of non- 
liberal conservatisms as found in the Fourth 
Political Theory emphasizes connectedness 
and community. While communism placed the 
individual within a framework of class, National 
Socialism within race and Fascism within the 
state, a true new approach must combine the 
individual with the community with a new inter- 
pretation of class, race and the state, while dis- 
missing old constructs of such subjects as out- 
moded. For example while racism of all form is 
rejected respected for multiplicities of culture or 
the ethnos is cannot be overlooked. 



All three traditional models of political thought 
are based on a lineal model of progressive de- 
velopment which took the biological theory of 
biological evolution and attempted to apply it to 
culture and society, while communism and fas- 
cism have now faded, liberalism continues with 
its out-dated vision of modernism, endless 
growth, technological obsessions and progress 
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Guillaume Faye and the Battle of Europe 
Michael O'Meara 
Arktos (2013) 

"Europe is at war and does not know it. She is 
overrun by invaders from the Global South, who 
seek to replace those who have inhabited her 
lands for at least the last 30,000 years. She is 
subject to an American overlord, whose world 
system dictates her de-Europeanization and 
globalization. She is mismanaged and betrayed 
by EU technocrats, corrupt politicians, and plu- 
tocratic elites. Without a revolutionary mobiliza- 
tion in her defense, the thousand-year-old civili- 
zation that grew out of the medieval Respublica 
Christiana and that we today associate with 
Europe' - along with the unique genetic heri- 
tage of her peoples - will forever cease to exist" 

Michael O'Meara is a celebrated author on the 
New Right and authored the highly influential 
title New Culture, New Right: Anti-Liberalism in 
Post Modern Europe in 2004 as well as hun- 
dreds of articles over the following years. 

Guillaume Faye was one of the major theorists 
of the French New Right (Nouvelle Droite) in 
the 1 970-1 980's. A former member of Alain de 
Benoist's New Right organisation GRECE he 
went to form his own organization and his own 
third way alternatives but it can be said that re- 
gardless of their differences their common vi- 
sion offers an intellectual alternative to all cur- 
rent political systems. Faye continues to write 
and challenge those who believe the lies and 
distortions of equalitarianism. 

Faye has produced numerous texts in French 
and English, most translated and published by 
Arktos. Some of his most significant are Why 
we Fight and Archeofuturism. Since so many of 
his works are in French it is sometimes hard to 
get a grasp of the overall vision he has, this is 
where this book comes in handy. O' Meara sets 
the stage by offering a scathing assessment of 
the post WWII political structures especially the 
capitalism of the United States who exports it's 
twisted virtues with frightening ferocity across 
the globe under the clock of democracy. He 
follows by offering an excellent introduction to 
Fayes life and work. O'Meara then offers a se- 
ries of Faye's articles, essays and reviews 
which help us grasp the vision that Faye has of 
the battle for Europe's soul, a battle against 
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materialism and Islamic fundamentalism. 
O'Meara also offers insightful and succinct ap- 
ropos of many of Faye's works. 

Faye presents a strong case for ongoing multi- 
ple catastrophes which may not be possible to 
stem. He argues for a cultural and genetic ba- 
sis for culture and seeing that unless Europe 
wakes up to itself it will be overrun by migrants 
and loose its identity. He is especially critical of 
Islam and strangely in recent years has seen 
Zionism as a possible ally, an alliance not wel- 
comed by others of a similar worldview to say 
the least. Faye's view of oncoming converging 
catastrophes while confronting certainly is 
backed by the evidence and current events. 

Certainly one of the stand-out pieces is the 
speech Faye gave in 2005 which succinctly 
and eloquently summarizes the sad state of 
Europe. This is an astounding book which of- 
fers much insight into the state of the modern 
world. 
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War and Democracy 
Paul Gottfried 
Arktos (2012) 

"The notion that all countries must be brought — 
willingly or kicking and screaming — into the 
democratic fold is an invitation to belligerence. 
The notion that only democracies such as ours 
can be peaceful is what Edmund Burke called 
an 'armed doctrine. ' ... It is simply ridiculous to 
treat the pursuit of peace based on world de- 
mocratic conversion as a peaceful enterprise. 
This is a barely disguised adaptation of the 
Communist goal of bringing about world har- 
mony through worldwide socialist revolution." 

Paul Gottfried (b. 1941) has been one of Amer- 
ica's leading intellectual historians and paleo- 
conservative and Traditionalist thinkers for over 
40 years and is the author of many books, in- 
cluding the landmark Conservatism in America 
(2007). He is Professor Emeritus of Humanities 
at Elizabethtown College and a Guggenheim 
recipient and is a renowned political and social 
commentator whose works offer deep insights 
usually mixed with an incisive style of writing. 

War and Democracy is a series of his essays 
and reviews from between 1975 and the pre- 
sent; they offer some truly fascinating critiques 
of modernity, the modern political systems and 
of what is perceived to be conservatism. As 
Gottfried clearly argues there is little difference 






today between the so called American Left and 
Right and Democrats and Republicans both 
working for a pernicious form of bureaucratic 
capitalism which they export worldwide under 
the guide of some form of moral imperative. 

His essays and reviews cover a wide range of 
challenging subjects from an insightful look at 
the thinker Oswald Spengler to Zionism, multi- 
cultural guilt to the madness of modern liberal- 
ism, from the Frankfurt School and critical think- 
ing to the erosion of standards of education. He 
takes aim at those who seem to think that the 
modern "democratic" mission has anything in 
common with the original vision of the Western 
way of life and offers a rather pessimistic view 
of where modern so called democracies are 
heading. 

This is a fascinating book, which covers a di- 
verse range of significant subjects examined 
with great insight and from a position of im- 
mense experience and knowledge. Gottfried 
also writes with a great sense of wit as well as 
clarity and there is much to learn from this vol- 
ume. 
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The Shamanic Odyssey 

Homer, Tolkien, and the Visionary 

Experience 

By (author) Robert Tindall 
With Susana Bustos, Ph.D. 
Park Street Press 2012 

The Shamanic Odyssey is a book which chal- 
lenges our assumptions about shamanism; so 
many modern titles use psychology as a lens to 
reduce the shamanic experience to a form of 
psychotherapy. At the same time so many oth- 
ers try and strip all cultural context from the vari- 
ous forms of shamanic reducing it to a disjointed 
series of techniques. 

Tindall was an apprentice under a South Ameri- 
can shaman and hence knows the power of 
shamanism as he has experienced it. It fights 
against any model of reductionism and clearly 
explains shamanism in a traditional manner with 
related comparisons to ancient Greek classics 
such as the Odyssey, other shamanic traditions 
and the works of Tolkien especially in regards to 
his last tale Smith of Wootton Major. 

In the early sections of Shamanic Odyssey Tin- 
dall clearly elucidates the shamanic worldview 
in juxtaposition to the modern, he explains how 
our ancestors saw themselves as "porous" and 
part of the everything that is around them. 

The world around them was saturated with life 
and there wass no disconnect between human 
and animal life, human life and the environment 
and the spirit world. He presents such an ani- 
mistic model in all its glory without ignoring the 
darkside of such an approach. In the modern 
scientific world everything is seen at a distance, 
we are isolated selves disconnected from each 
other, the environment around us and our an- 
cestors. 

Tindall explores a range of subjects from 
shapechanging to healing, spirit allies to the na- 
ture of the shamanic journey. By using Homer 
and Tolkien he is able to show how shamanism 
is an essential aspect of the Western spiritual 
tradition. He discusses the nature of entheo- 
gens and makes it clear that while they are at 
the nexus of South American shamanic practise 
it is not just a matter of a taking a drug without 
preparation. 




All plants have their related allies and the ap- 
prentice must approach these divinities with 
care, an approach which has proved very suc- 
cessful in treating drug addiction. 

This is a fascinating work which offers an in- 
sider's view of the shamanic way of life, it is sol- 
idly founded on a traditional worldview and 
while offering much of the latest psychological 
research on the nature of shamanism avoids 
many of the pitfalls of a "western looking in" at 
the shamanic experience. It is clearly an initi- 
ates view of the spiritual life. The use of Homer 
is fascinating and his interpretations of Odys- 
seus's initiatory quest is challenging and 
thought provoking. There is a wealth of informa- 
tion which can be mined from this work and it 
will prove of exceptional interest to those seek- 
ing a deeper understanding of the traditional 
shaman's worldview. 
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Apocalyptic Witchcraft 

Peter Grey 

Scarlet Imprint 2013 

Apocalyptic Witchcraft offers a potent vision of 
witchcraft for a dark age, beautifully written in a 
direct if not 

poetic form, avoiding cliches and modern forms. 
It is not a book of spells or a guide to this or that 
school because the whole text itself exudes sor- 
cery. It is not a lineal read but wanders through 
poetry, visions, descriptions and text, it is flows 
like a river back to the source of the Old Ways. 

The book itself has produced to Scarlet Imprint's 
usual impeccable standard. The standard edi- 
tion "Of the Doves" is an octavo book of 200pp 
bound in rough black linen cloth and limited to 
1000 copies. The boards are stamped with 
white doves, whose hidden meaning is eluci- 
dated in the text. Lyrical typography and care- 
fully chosen images communicate further under- 
standing. The fine bound "Of the Crows edition" 
is limited to 81 copies. Bound in a hand grained 
morocco of hammered gold. The gold is 
charged with a murder of crows, a totem of the 
author. The ends are blackened. The book 
comes ribboned, slipcased and signed. Apoca- 
lyptic Witchcraft is interspersed throughout with 
ten hymns to Inanna and various images. 

Grey offers a radical view of Witchcraft which is 
controversial, inflammatory and illuminating; it is 
a challenge to the mind and a call to the soul. 
Grey laments the way we have broken our 
covenant with nature and have become ob- 
sessed with technology and consumerism. 

He rejects the dead forms of consumerist Wicca 
and hails the ancient dark ways and their rele- 



vance today, so often witchcraft has become a 
joke, a show even a circus however it is becom- 
ing dangerous again. Witchcraft is a cult of the 
other which must face the catastrophes that are 
destroying the modern world head on. Such 
concepts as "and ye harm none" means to be 
harmless and weak, real witchcraft is beyond 
good and evil. The true Witch has no fear has 
no fear of the wild and priapic image of the devil 
of the Sabbats of excess and finds modern 
sanitized view of the Horned God bourgeois 
and petty. 

Grey offers a perceptive and well informed cri- 
tique of Gardnerian and modern Wicca and 
draws a clear line of demarcation between op- 
erative and ritual witchcraft, traditional and 
modern forms followed by a powerful manifesto 
of what Apocalyptic Witchcraft is. Grey explores 
the nature of the apocalyptic vision and the 
power to dream. He also opens the mysteries 
of the Sabbat showing that it is not just a sha- 
manic event but a survival of the earliest mys- 
tery cults. While so many witches may focus on 
the mysteries of the feminine in "the wolf sent 
forth to snatch away a lamb" Grey reclaims the 
role of the male witch, the wolf and the ber- 
serker. 

Peter Grey is the co-founder of Scarlet Imprint. 
His previous work The Red Goddess has be- 
come the standard work (if there can be such a 
thing) on Babalon. Apocalyptic Witchcraft repre- 
sents his mature understanding of these mys- 
teries, working in conjunction with Lover and 
accomplice Alkistis Dimech. It is a powerful and 
significant evocation of the true power of Witch- 
craft and once read will not easily be forgotten. 
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Loki's Way 

THE PATH TO 
BECOMING 
MORE THAN 
HUMAN 

Traditional Sorcery 
for the Age of the 
Wolf 

Wulf Grimsson 




Loki's Way is the result of 30 years of research into 
sorcery, esotericism and the heathen traditions. It is 
documented in a series of volumes including Lokis 
Way: The Path of the Sorcerer in the Age of Iron, hold and 
Odin: Rites of Initiation and Sorcery, Male Mysteries and 
the Secret of the Mannerbund, Lokis Way: Essays and Mus- 
ings and the latest title The Mind of a Sorcerer. 

These volumes cover all aspects of the practise of sor- 
cery in the Age of the Wolf as well as a critique of our 
modernist way of thinking and living. Editions 
available in hardback, softcover and pdf download. 



http:/ /luluxom/ spotlight/lokisway 



